Why Should We Expand our Investment 
in State-funded Full-day Kindergarten?
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1) It provides critical instruction for children at a critical time.
a) The brain is still very receptive to learning.
b) The state is required to provide an “opportunity” for students to meet the State Learning Goals: The most cost efficient time to provide that opportunity is in the early years.


2) It makes a difference for all children, but especially lower and middle income students who would otherwise be in less “rich” learning environments. 
a) Many children come to kindergarten one or more years behind the average of their peers.
i) Without additional instruction and “time on task” they will never catch up.


3) Students are held to the same Common Core and other state standards whether they are in part-day or full-day kindergarten (FDK).
a) This is not fair to students or teachers.


4) FDK provides additional time for teachers to address the needs of the “whole” child and to deliver complete, thorough lessons.


5) FDK substantially reduces child care costs and “scheduling” challenges for families.


6) Currently, the poorest schools have FDK, as well as many higher-income schools in which the parents can afford to pay tuition.  Many schools with a large number of middle income earners are still part-day.  


7) With state-funding for FDK, school districts that are using local or federal funding to pay for FDK will be able to use these funds for other high priorities.
a) Also, year-to-year funding will be much more certain and not subject to local budget shortfalls.


8) FDK is “necessary” to help those students who are “furthest behind in terms of opportunity”, but it is not “sufficient.”   High quality preschool, extended learning opportunities during the summer, coherent and aligned PreK-3rd instruction, small class sizes, and quality teachers are also needed.


9) The Legislature has added it to the definition of “Basic Education.”	
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