
2009 Citizens’ Report Card on Washington State Education
How We Grade
Invest in Early Learning

Identify Indicators
Indicators, or measures, are selected for each performance category. All indicators used in the Citizens’ Report Card:

• Are important in assessing performance for each initiative;
• Are collected regularly by reliable, public sources that use accepted scientific practices for data
  collection; and
• Measure progress (since the release of the 2007 Report Card, whenever possible) and/or rank (either
  national or compared to Global Challenge States).

Weight Indicators
Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance to the performance category. The sum of all 
weights is 100.

The indicators for Invest in Early Learning are weighted as follows:

Assign Grades
Each indicator is given an index score (1-100) based on one or more of following three methods (shown at right):

• Progress made based on past performance (typically in the past two years);
• National rank; and/or
• Rank among the eight Global Challenge States (GCS).

When more than one method exists, index scores are averaged to create an overall score for the indicator. 
Index scores for each indicator are then multiplied by their respective weights and added together to form the 
final grade.

Grades for Invest in Early Learning are as follows:

Grading Scale
A+ = 97% +
A = 93 – 97%
A- = 90 – 92%
B+ = 87 – 89%
B = 84 – 86%
B- = 80 – 83%
C+ = 77-79%
C = 74 – 76%
C- = 70 – 73%
D+ = 67 – 69%
D = 64 – 66%
D- = 60 – 63%
F = below 60%

Progress Index

≥ +6% = 92
+5% = 88
+4% = 85
+3% = 82
+2% = 79
+1% = 76
No change = 73
-1% = 70
-2% = 67
-3% = 64
-4% = 61
-5% = 58
≤ -6% = 55

National Rank 
Index

1 = 100
2 = 99
3 = 98
4 = 97
5 = 96
10 = 91
40 = 61
50 = 51

Global Challenge 
States Rank Index

1 = 95
2 = 88
3 = 81
4 = 76
5 = 74
6 = 69
7 = 62
8 = 55

Indicator Weight Progress/Rank Index Score Composite Score

Access 0.20 +6% change 92 18.40

Availability 0.10 -9% change 55 5.50

Accreditation 0.15 -3% change 64 9.60

Compensation 0.10 +5% change 
(average) 88 8.80

Preschool Teacher Education 0.15 +2.5% change 80.5 12.08

3rd Grade Reading Achievement 0.20 +2% change 79 15.58

Low-Income Preschoolers Unserved 0.10 +1% change 
(average) 76 7.60

Total 1.00 78
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2009 Citizens’ Report Card on Washington State Education
How We Grade
Raise the Bar — For Everyone

Identify Indicators
Indicators, or measures, are selected for each performance category. All indicators used in the Citizens’ Report Card:

• Are important in assessing performance for each initiative;
• Are collected regularly by reliable, public sources that use accepted scientific practices for data
  collection; and
• Measure progress (since the release of the 2007 Report Card, whenever possible) and/or rank (either
  national or compared to Global Challenge States).

Weight Indicators
Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance to the performance category. The sum of all 
weights is 100.

The indicators for Raise the Bar — for Everyone are weighted as follows:

Assign Grades
Each indicator is given an index score (1-100) based on one or more of following three methods (shown at right):

• Progress made based on past performance (typically in the past two years);
• National rank; and/or
• Rank among the eight Global Challenge States (GCS).

When more than one method exists, index scores are averaged to create an overall score for the indicator. 
Index scores for each indicator are then multiplied by their respective weights and added together to form the 
final grade.

Grades for Raise the Bar — for Everyone are as follows:

Grading Scale
A+ = 97% +
A = 93 – 97%
A- = 90 – 92%
B+ = 87 – 89%
B = 84 – 86%
B- = 80 – 83%
C+ = 77-79%
C = 74 – 76%
C- = 70 – 73%
D+ = 67 – 69%
D = 64 – 66%
D- = 60 – 63%
F = below 60%

Progress Index

≥ +6% = 92
+5% = 88
+4% = 85
+3% = 82
+2% = 79
+1% = 76
No change = 73
-1% = 70
-2% = 67
-3% = 64
-4% = 61
-5% = 58
≤ -6% = 55

National Rank 
Index

1 = 100
2 = 99
3 = 98
4 = 97
5 = 96
10 = 91
40 = 61
50 = 51

Global Challenge 
States Rank Index

1 = 95
2 = 88
3 = 81
4 = 76
5 = 74
6 = 69
7 = 62
8 = 55

Indicator Weight Progress/Rank Index Score Composite Score

Graduation Rates 0.15 -2% change
34th in nation 67 10.05

Graduation Rates by Race and Ethnicity 0.10 +3% change 82 8.20

Annual Dropout Rates by Race and Ethnicity 0.15 No change 73 10.95

Student Achievement 0.10 No change 
(average) 70 7.00

Teacher Retention 0.15 No change 73 10.95

Teacher Demographics Compared to Student 
Demographics 0.10 No change 73 7.30

SAT Data 0.05 No change
15th in nation 80 4.00

National Board Certified Teachers 0.20 +99% change
5th in nation 94 18.80

Total 1.00 77
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2009 Citizens’ Report Card on Washington State Education
How We Grade
Focus on Math, Science and Engineering

Identify Indicators
Indicators, or measures, are selected for each performance category. All indicators used in the Citizens’ Report Card:

• Are important in assessing performance for each initiative;
• Are collected regularly by reliable, public sources that use accepted scientific practices for data
  collection; and
• Measure progress (since the release of the 2007 Report Card, whenever possible) and/or rank (either
  national or compared to Global Challenge States).

Weight Indicators
Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance to the performance category. The sum of all 
weights is 100.

The indicators for Focus on Math, Science and Engineering are weighted as follows:

Assign Grades
Each indicator is given an index score (1-100) based on one or more of following three methods (shown at right):

• Progress made based on past performance (typically in the past two years);
• National rank; and/or
• Rank among the eight Global Challenge States (GCS).

When more than one method exists, index scores are averaged to create an overall score for the indicator. 
Index scores for each indicator are then multiplied by their respective weights and added together to form the 
final grade.

Grades for Focus on Math, Science and Engineering are as follows:

Grading Scale
A+ = 97% +
A = 93 – 97%
A- = 90 – 92%
B+ = 87 – 89%
B = 84 – 86%
B- = 80 – 83%
C+ = 77-79%
C = 74 – 76%
C- = 70 – 73%
D+ = 67 – 69%
D = 64 – 66%
D- = 60 – 63%
F = below 60%

Progress Index

≥ +6% = 92
+5% = 88
+4% = 85
+3% = 82
+2% = 79
+1% = 76
No change = 73
-1% = 70
-2% = 67
-3% = 64
-4% = 61
-5% = 58
≤ -6% = 55

National Rank 
Index

1 = 100
2 = 99
3 = 98
4 = 97
5 = 96
10 = 91
40 = 61
50 = 51

Global Challenge 
States Rank Index

1 = 95
2 = 88
3 = 81
4 = 76
5 = 74
6 = 69
7 = 62
8 = 55

Indicator Weight Progress/Rank Index Score Composite Score

Community College Remediation 0.15 +2% change 79 11.85

Math Achievement 0.10 -2% change (avg) 68 6.80

Math Achievement Gap 0.10 -1% change (avg) 70 7.00

Science Achievement 0.20 +5.5% change 
(avg) 90.33 18.07

Rigorous Curriculum 0.10 +4% change
41st in nation 72.5 7.25

Technology 0.15 Fell one grade
7th of 8 GCS 58.5 8.78

Engineering 0.10 +2.75% change
45th in nation 68.5 6.85

Computer Science 0.10 +2.5% change
22nd in nation 79.5 7.95

Total 1.00 75
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2009 Citizens’ Report Card on Washington State Education
How We Grade
Prepare every student for college, work and life

Identify Indicators
Indicators, or measures, are selected for each performance category. All indicators used in the Citizens’ Report Card:

• Are important in assessing performance for each initiative;
• Are collected regularly by reliable, public sources that use accepted scientific practices for data
  collection; and
• Measure progress (since the release of the 2007 Report Card, whenever possible) and/or rank (either
  national or compared to Global Challenge States).

Weight Indicators
Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance to the performance category. The sum of all 
weights is 100.

The indicators for Prepare Every Student for College, Work and Life are weighted as follows:

Assign Grades
Each indicator is given an index score (1-100) based on one or more of following three methods (shown at right):

• Progress made based on past performance (typically in the past two years);
• National rank; and/or
• Rank among the eight Global Challenge States (GCS).

When more than one method exists, index scores are averaged to create an overall score for the indicator. 
Index scores for each indicator are then multiplied by their respective weights and added together to form the 
final grade.

Grades for Prepare Every Student for College, Work and Life are as follows:

Grading Scale
A+ = 97% +
A = 93 – 97%
A- = 90 – 92%
B+ = 87 – 89%
B = 84 – 86%
B- = 80 – 83%
C+ = 77-79%
C = 74 – 76%
C- = 70 – 73%
D+ = 67 – 69%
D = 64 – 66%
D- = 60 – 63%
F = below 60%

Progress Index

≥ +6% = 92
+5% = 88
+4% = 85
+3% = 82
+2% = 79
+1% = 76
No change = 73
-1% = 70
-2% = 67
-3% = 64
-4% = 61
-5% = 58
≤ -6% = 55

National Rank 
Index

1 = 100
2 = 99
3 = 98
4 = 97
5 = 96
10 = 91
40 = 61
50 = 51

Global Challenge 
States Rank Index

1 = 95
2 = 88
3 = 81
4 = 76
5 = 74
6 = 69
7 = 62
8 = 55

Indicator Weight Progress/Rank Index Score Composite Score

Family Affordibility 0.15 +3% change 79 11.85

Student Debt 0.15 -20% change 55 8.25

College Opportunity Gap 0.15 -1% change
(average) 70 10.50

Completion 0.10 No change 73 7.30

Economy 0.15 -9% change 55 8.25

Readiness 0.15 -1% change 70 10.50

Dual Enrollment Programs 0.15 +5% change 88 13.20

Total 1.00 70
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2009 Citizens’ Report Card on Washington State Education
How We Grade
Fund Our Future

Identify Indicators
Indicators, or measures, are selected for each performance category. All indicators used in the Citizens’ Report Card:

• Are important in assessing performance for each initiative;
• Are collected regularly by reliable, public sources that use accepted scientific practices for data
  collection; and
• Measure progress (since the release of the 2007 Report Card, whenever possible) and/or rank (either
  national or compared to Global Challenge States).

Weight Indicators
Each indicator is assigned a weight based on its importance to the performance category. The sum of all 
weights is 100.

The indicators for Fund Our Future are weighted as follows:

Assign Grades
Each indicator is given an index score (1-100) based on one or more of following three methods (shown at right):

• Progress made based on past performance (typically in the past two years);
• National rank; and/or
• Rank among the eight Global Challenge States (GCS).

When more than one method exists, index scores are averaged to create an overall score for the indicator. 
Index scores for each indicator are then multiplied by their respective weights and added together to form the 
final grade.

Grades for Fund Our Future are as follows:

Grading Scale
A+ = 97% +
A = 93 – 97%
A- = 90 – 92%
B+ = 87 – 89%
B = 84 – 86%
B- = 80 – 83%
C+ = 77-79%
C = 74 – 76%
C- = 70 – 73%
D+ = 67 – 69%
D = 64 – 66%
D- = 60 – 63%
F = below 60%

Progress Index

≥ +6% = 92
+5% = 88
+4% = 85
+3% = 82
+2% = 79
+1% = 76
No change = 73
-1% = 70
-2% = 67
-3% = 64
-4% = 61
-5% = 58
≤ -6% = 55

National Rank 
Index

1 = 100
2 = 99
3 = 98
4 = 97
5 = 96
10 = 91
40 = 61
50 = 51

Global Challenge 
States Rank Index

1 = 95
2 = 88
3 = 81
4 = 76
5 = 74
6 = 69
7 = 62
8 = 55

Indicator Weight Progress/Rank Index Score Composite Score

K-12 Per-Pupil Spending 0.25 No change
8th of 8 GCS 64 16.00

Higher Education Research & Development 0.05 30th in nation 71 3.55

Teacher Compensation 0.15 No change
21st in nation 77 11.55

Public Effort 0.15 No change
46th in nation 64 9.60

Local Levy Support 0.05 +100% change 92 4.60

Student-Counselor Ratio 0.10 +2% change
40th in nation 70 7.00

Student-Teacher Ratio 0.15 No change
46th in nation 64 9.60

Data Collection & Analysis 0.10 No change 73 7.30

Total 1.00 69
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