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The League of Education Voters supports including voluntary, universal preschool for four-year-olds in the definition of basic education, starting with the children who need it most. 
We know that students who start school behind tend to stay behind.   And we know what to do about it.  Quality preschool helps close the school readiness gap -- before it becomes the achievement gap.  But children who would benefit the most from preschool (Latinos, African Americans, English language learners and children from low-income families) are the least likely to get the chance.   
Their time has come.  Start there – with kids who deserve to start school on a level playing field with their better off peers.  Keep going – until there is room for all the families in our state who want this advantage for their youngest children. Research shows diversity in preschool student populations could be a key factor to success for all children.
Six months ago, the Governor requested a strategy to make early learning supports available to parents of young children.  She will get that plan on December 1 from a wide-open coalition of experts, officials, parents, and policymakers.  In tandem, a new commission (The Quality Education Council) will report how preschool should become a part of what Washington must do to educate its kids.  
We know where to start – children and families who need help the most.  We know where we want to be – any child and family that need and want help.    
Why this should be a priority: 
· The Basic Education Finance Task Force had a clear recommendation regarding early learning, along with the 2009 Legislature. 
· Governor Gregoire vetoed Section 115 in HB 2261, citing the need to develop a proposal for all children. “If early childhood education is to become part of our definition of basic education it cannot be made available only to at-risk children.”
· While the comprehensive system work being done by DEL, SPI, and ELAC is not complete, early drafts include universal, voluntary preschool as a ten-year goal. 
· Universal preschool has widespread support among early learning and K-12 advocates alike. 

Early learning for at-risk children is a fundamental strategy to close the preparation gap. Universal preschool should be phased in lock step with full-day kindergarten, starting with at-risk children first.  This will maximize social, emotional and academic gains over the course of elementary school and prevent the fade-out effect from occurring. The Washington State Universal Preschool Plus program would provide comprehensive services to at-risk children (up to 185% of federal poverty) to be developed by early learning experts under direction of the QEC.  

Serve children where they are. The program would be voluntary and use current mixed-delivery system to achieve the highest outcomes for parent choice and reach children where they are. 
An integrated P-3 education. Shared governance and oversight duties between SPI and DEL will further align P-3 education. Once implemented as part of basic education, universal preschool will be under the supervision of SPI and administered by DEL. Preschool outcome and kindergarten readiness data would be integrated with K-12 data system (under development). In order to successfully receive state preschool grants, programs would need to demonstrate program standards, assessments, accountability, and professional development. 
Building a seamless birth to grade 3 early learning system. Universal, voluntary preschool should be funded and implemented using revenue sources identified by the Quality Education Council. Current funding for ECEAP should be redirected to birth to three-year-olds, with the goal of serving 100% of eligible three-year-olds. 
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